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This morning we are continuing in our “Life in the Body” series as we work through 1 Corinthians 12 & 13 on the matter 

of Spiritual Gifts and the supremacy of love in the ministry of the church. When we began our series two weeks ago, 

Pastor Ty instructed us that “Every believer is uniquely gifted to manifest the Holy Spirit for the benefit of God’s people.”  

This is seen in 1 Corinthians 12:7; “Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.” 

Then last week, we learned that “God has designed us to need each other so that we will not be divided against one 

another.”  

Remember those 3 points from Pastor Ty’s message last week? 

1) Because the body is made of many members, the body needs you. 

2) Because many members make up one body, you need the rest of the body.  

3) Because we are one body made up of many members, every member should be cared for with honor.  

 

So this morning; the thrust of our Scripture passage is this:   

Love for the body needs to be supreme if our Spiritual gifts are to glorify God with our actions and usefulness. 

 

Let’s begin with verse 27 from our passage this morning, “Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part 

of it.” Paul is again reminding the Corinthian believers of just that; individual and collectively, they are the body of 

Christ.  They are one in Christ and therefore should be one in each other.  

 

When new believers come to salvation in Jesus Christ, they join the body.  At the same time, they receive a gift from the 

Holy Spirit which is to be used to glorify God to impact His kingdom for His glory. That is why it is so critical that we 

grasp hold of the truth that every believer in the body of Christ is a separate and necessary part of the body. 

  

These past two weeks, Pastor Ty has driven that point home, but it cannot be said too many times. The church has no 

bleachers – God has uniquely gifted each believer and we have been gifted to function together as the body of Christ.  

There is no such thing as private or individualistic Christianity. 

  

In our passage this morning, Paul once again illustrates what he has been teaching all along; that one Spirit manifests 

Himself through a variety of gifts.   

1 Corinthian 12:28, “And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then 

workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and 

those speaking in different kinds of tongues.” 
 

Some scholars have stated that they thought Paul was ranking the gifts here to show the order of importance, but that 

really doesn’t match up with Paul’s earlier teachings on the gifts of Spirit. Throughout verses 12-26, Paul stresses the 

essential need for every member if the body is to function as God intended it to.  

Verse 25 reads, “so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each 
other.” Here we see there should be no favoritism based on our gifts or place in the body. Instead, each member needs to 

be regarded with the same honor regardless of their gift.  

 

The context of what Paul is saying here leads us into verses 29-30 where Paul goes on to ask some rhetorical questions to 

which the answer is: “No!” 

“Are all apostles? No! Are all prophets? No! Are all teachers? No!  Do all work miracles? No! Do all have gifts of 

healing? No! Do all speak in tongues? No!  Do all interpret? No!” 
 

In other words, each member has been gifted with a unique place and ministry within the body of Christ, according to 

God’s will, which only that person can fulfill.  

 

This takes us back to this essential truth; every believer in the body of Christ is a separate and necessary part of the 

body.  We keep coming back to that don’t we? 

  

Now in Verse 31 Paul says; “But eagerly desire the greater gifts. And now I will show you the most excellent way.” 

Too often this verse; eagerly desire the greater gifts; is only applied individually when the emphasis should be on the 

church as a body.  



Paul is saying to the Corinthians, it is the church that ought to desire the greater gifts, the most helpful gifts so that it can 

function well as the body of Christ. It would be incorrect to interpret Paul as saying “desire the greater gifts” to be from 

that of what the Corinthian church believed to be the more prestigious gifts because throughout Chapter 12, Paul has 

been stressing the diversity of gifts and the necessity of gifts to be interactive within the body.  

 

Paul is well aware of the Corinthians desire for what they perceived to be the more prestigious or showier gifts (like the 

gifts of tongues), but what Paul is saying here is that they should desire the greater gifts - meaning their perspective is 

greater than just themselves, but the entire body. They should be seeking the power of the Holy Spirit. Paul has stressed 

hard the fact that the body needs each other and each other need the body.   

 

Before we get into Chapter 13, which many of you know as the Love Chapter and which, from a literary standpoint, 

many have thought it to be the greatest chapter Paul has ever penned; Paul leads with these words in the second half of      

1 Corinthians 12:31; “And now I will show you the most excellent way.” 

What is “the most excellent way? “Love – The Most Excellent Way” 

 
Paul is speaking of the fact that love provides the essential context for the exercise of all spiritual gifts. 

Love is essential to spiritual gifts –   

It is that air that supports the tire. 

It is fuel that runs that engine in a car. 

It is the electricity that powers the light.  

Love is essential to spiritual gifts.  

 

We will spend the balance of our morning focusing on the importance of love in relationship to spiritual gifts.  

Paul tells the Corinthians that there is “the most excellent way” and that way is love. When you exercise any spiritual gift 

given to you by God, you must do so in an attitude of love, in a spirit of love, and with a motive of love. 

 

Look at 1 Corinthians 13:1; “If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding 

gong or a clanging cymbal.” 

**Love is greater than the gift of tongues**  

Back in the 1st Century, there was a big gong or cymbal hanging at the entrance of most pagan temples. When people 

came to worship, they would hit them to awaken the pagan gods so they would listen to their prayers. Many of the 

Corinthians believed that having the ability to speak in tongues had automatically ushered them into a higher place of 

spirituality. Here, Paul is saying that even if he were so blessed that he could speak with the greatest of eloquence in 

tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, then his life was as useless as this ridiculous act of pounding on a gong 

or clanging cymbal to awaken non-existent gods.  To speak in tongues without love Paul suggests is to sound the same 

and have the same value as the empty noise of pagan worship. Gongs and cymbals can sound great in the context of an 

orchestra, but by themselves, they communicate nothing but loud clanging noises. Paul says that exercising the spiritual 

gift of tongues without love is nothing more than meaningless noise. It produces nothing.   

**Love is greater than the gift of tongues**  

 
In 1 Corinthians 13:2; “If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge,…but have not 

love, I am nothing.” 

**Love is greater than the gifts of prophecy and knowledge** 

Paul is saying that if he has the “gift of prophecy” and the ability to know everything, every mystery of God, every part of 

the knowledge of God held in the mind of God and yet have not love, he would be nothing. Knowledge is extremely 

important; but in our society today, I think education is overrated. Don’t misunderstand me; I’m not against education.  

I have a son, daughter, daughter-in-law, a sister, many nieces and nephews, as well many friends including many here in 

church who are teachers or involved in our education system.  But many times the standard answer we hear from our 

society for many of the problems our world faces today is; we need more education.  And there is nothing wrong with 

more education, but education of the head and mind won’t in and of itself change the heart. Trying to solve our society’s 

problems through education alone aims 18 inches too high. It is the heart that needs to change. Knowledge is important; 

but knowledge without love is nothing.  

In 1 Corinthians 8:1, “Knowledge puffs up, or “makes one arrogant”, but love builds up.”  

No question, we can’t please God without applying our minds to learning His truth from His Word. That constitutes 

“knowledge.” But at the same time, we can know the truth of His Word without obeying, and knowledge of God’s truth 

without heart transformation carries no value at all. Unlimited knowledge is nothing without love!  

**Love is greater than the gifts of prophecy and knowledge** 

 



The second half of verse 2; “if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.” 

**Love is greater than the gift of faith** 

The “faith” that Paul is talking about here is not saving faith, whereby people come to believe in Jesus Christ as Savior. 

But instead, this faith is an extraordinary measure of trust in the Holy Spirit’s power to do mighty works and great things 

all for the glory of God. All Christians have faith as Hebrews 11:6 tells us, “without faith it is impossible to please God,” 

Some Christians have greater faith than others and some have been given the Spiritual gift of faith. As believers walk by 

faith, they experience God’s promise of abundant life. But when Christians fail to take God at His Word and not walk by 

faith, they miss God’s absolute best for their lives, which is His peace and joy in the mist of all areas of life. The faith 

Paul is talking about is faith for living, and he uses the most incredible example in Scripture that Jesus speaks about in 

Matthew 17:20; “if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to 

there,’ and it will move.” What Paul is saying here is: What if I had that kind of faith? What if I had the kind of faith to 

make a mountain move a reality? Imagine that!  And Paul is saying even this kind of extraordinary faith; without love, it 

is nothing. In Luke 10; we see the priest & the Levite in the story of the Good Samaritan had faith. The problem was they 

had no love. So they passed by on the other side of the road & just left the man lying there to die. 

In Galatians 5:6 Paul says, "The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love." 

 **Love is greater than the gift of faith** 

 

Next we see in 1 Corinthians 13:3; “If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to flames, but have not 

love, I gain nothing.”  

**Love is greater than the gifts of helps and giving** 
Love is more important than generosity. Love is greater than the spiritual gift of helps and giving. Paul says, “If I give all 

I possess to the poor...but have not love, I gain nothing.” Notice that he doesn’t say, “If I tithe and give 10%.”  

He says, If I give everything, if I empty my checking account, if I give all my retirement savings, if I sell my house, my 

furniture, cars and toys, if I cash in my insurance policies, so that all I have left are the clothes I’m wearing and I’ve given 

everything away to help the poor, but I have not love; I gain nothing at all. You see, generosity and giving by itself is 

not enough. You &I get calls and mail all the time from people and organizations appealing for funds and support for 

many worthwhile causes. But the question Paul is addressing here is, what is our motive for giving? People give for all 

kinds of reasons. Some give because they feel obligated or they feel guilty. Some give because they want to impress 

others. Others give to gain their children or spouse’s approval. There are people who give because they’re afraid that God 

will take away what they have if they don’t give. Still, others give because they think God will give them more because 

they’ve heard and mishandled the truth that “you can’t out give God.” If any of these reasons constitute your reason for 

giving, God’s Word tells us you are giving for all the wrong reasons. If love is absent from your generosity and giving; 

your giving is empty. It is meaningless. True agape love is always self-sacrificing, but self-sacrifice doesn’t always come 

from true agape love. Paul says that the mere act of giving, even generosity that knows no limits, while it might help those 

who receive it, is totally worthless to the giver if the motive behind it is not love. 

**Love is greater than the gifts of helps and giving** 

  

The second half of verse 3 says; “if I surrender my body to flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.”  

**Love is greater than sacrifice** 

It isn’t totally clear as to what Paul is referring to here even though it sounds as if He is talking about being martyred.  

If that is indeed what Paul is saying here - that being so faithful & committed to God that you end up dying because of 

your faith; the ultimate sacrifice - without love in one’s heart, even this level of devotion has no value whatsoever. 

**Love is greater than sacrifice** 

 
 I guessing by now you’ve come to the same conclusion as me; love is extremely important; maybe much more so than we 

ever realized before. John MacArthur states, “The person without love produces nothing, is nothing, and gains nothing.”  

Paul is telling us that “Love – The Most Excellent Way”  

**Love is greater than any spiritual gift** 

 
Love is more important than knowledge, more important than faith, more important than generosity and giving, more 

important than sacrifice, and more important than all the things that you & I might accomplish for the kingdom of God. 

Listen to what Jesus says in John 13:34, "A new commandment I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so 

you must love one another." Jesus instructs us that this is a commandment, not a suggestion. “Love one another. As I 

have loved you, so you must love one another." 

 

 

 



 

The world teaches that love is something that just happens to us.  You fall in love like you fall into a ditch, or you fall out 

of love like you fall out of a tree. You can’t help it. It is something that just happens to you. According to God’s Word, 

that isn’t at all what love is. Jesus commands us to love. Love is action. Love is intentional. Love requires effort and 

purpose.  

 

As we bring this to a close this morning, I take us back to where Pastor Ty has journeyed us these past two weeks.  

When it comes to spiritual gifts, which are what chapters 12-14 are all about; every believer has been uniquely gifted to 

manifest the Holy Spirit for the benefit of God’s people. And not every one of us have the same level of giftedness or 

gifting, which is why we need the body and the body needs us. 

  

This takes me back to my coaching days at La Crescent and G-E-T H.S. I would tell the teams I coached these words:  

“We have all been given various abilities, different levels of talent; some can run faster, some can jump higher, some can 

throw a ball harder, some are stronger and can hit the ball further. But there is one thing that each and every one of you 

can do at the same level, and that is to give your absolute best effort at all times. Talents and abilities do vary, but the 

ability to give 100%, to give your absolute all, is equal across the board. Every one of you on this team has the same 

ability to give your absolute all.”   

 

As Christians; the same is true in our teaching this morning regarding “Love – The Most Excellent Way” and spiritual 

gifts. As followers of Jesus Christ, we have all been given various levels of giftedness and gifting from the Holy Spirit, 

but one thing is same for each and every one of us. We all have the same ability to obey Jesus’ command to us to love one 

another. That is equal across the board. We all have the same ability to love with all our heart, love with all our soul, and 

love with all our strength. 

As Christians, love is commanded.  

As Christians, love is already possessed.  

As Christians, love should be the norm of Christian living.  

As Christians, love is the work of the Holy Spirit. 

As Christians, love must be practiced to be genuine – to be real.  

 

Only when love enters the equation can our spiritual gifts have any kingdom value.  Jesus left no doubt that love – agape 

love, self-sacrificing love - is the supreme mark of being one of His disciples. Jesus demonstrated that love when He died 

on that cross so that you & I could be brought back into a relationship with God the Father when we place our faith in His 

finished work on the cross. There is no substitute for love. There is no greater gift than love. 

  

It is “Love – The Most Excellent Way” that makes our actions and spiritual gifts useful. 

Love for the body needs to be supreme if our Spiritual gifts are to glorify God with our actions and usefulness. 

 

Amen. Amen. – Let us pray.  

 


